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FA C T  S H E E T

P&G’S CLAIM: P&G is a leader in innovation and sustainability.1 

THE REALITY: P&G is lagging behind other major tissue companies, like Seventh Generation, in both innovation and 
sustainability by not using any recycled content or sustainable alternative fibers in its tissue products. Even P&G’s 
competitor Kimberly-Clark has surpassed P&G by making commitments to reduce its use of virgin wood fiber and better 
account for the carbon footprint of its products.2

P&G’S CLAIM: P&G cares about the plants, animals and communities that depend on forests.3 

THE REALITY: P&G’s tissue pulp sourcing is driving the clearcutting of critical boreal caribou habitat,4 despite scientists’ 
warnings that this disturbance is pushing herds to extinction.5 P&G’s impacts on boreal caribou can be devastating for 
Indigenous Peoples whose ways of life depend on the species.
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YOU’VE HEARD CHARMIN’S SPIN;  
NOW HERE ARE THE FACTS: 

From This... ...To This
Procter & Gamble’s Charmin Turns Canada’s Boreal Forest

THE BOTTOM LINE: P&G’s greenwashing myths are hiding the devastating impacts of its tissue brands like 
Charmin on the climate-critical Canadian boreal forest. By driving a tree-to-toilet pipeline, P&G is 
needlessly jeopardizing some of the world’s last intact forests and the global climate.
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P&G’S CLAIM: P&G is helping address climate change.6 

THE REALITY: Using virgin wood fiber to create throwaway 
tissue products produces three times the greenhouse gas 
emissions of using recycled content.7 Yet Charmin continues 
to rely on 100 percent virgin wood fiber, eroding climate-
critical forests. If P&G were to increase the recycled content 
in Charmin and its other tissue brands by even 50 percent, 
it could cut its annual emissions by 5.3 million metric tons 
of carbon dioxide.8 By not committing to do so, P&G is 
complicit in helping drive the climate crisis.

P&G’S CLAIM: Charmin is sourced from responsibly  
managed forests.9  

THE REALITY: FSC is the only third-party forestry certification 
body that requires essential human rights and species 
protections.10  However, much of Charmin’s pulp comes 
from forests that lack FSC certification, meaning P&G 
sources from logging operations that do not uphold 
internationally recognized Indigenous rights or necessary 
protections for threatened species habitat.

P&G’S CLAIM: For every tree Charmin uses, at least one  
is regrown.11 

THE REALITY: An old-growth forest cannot simply be replanted and replaced. A forest releases massive amounts of climate-
altering carbon when clearcut, and it can take centuries for the forest to regain its previous value for the climate.12  Further, 
in many areas of the Canadian boreal, the forests aren’t growing back at all, with stretches remaining barren even decades 
after harvesting.13

In the face of P&G’s failure to curb its forest and climate impacts, a growing movement is demanding 
change. Please visit on.nrdc.org/2Z7EoGn to learn more.

Even 20 to 30 years after harvesting, leftover slash piles from industrial-scale  
logging inhibit forest regeneration. 
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Clearcutting, the dominant logging practice across the Canadian boreal, releases 
vast carbon stores. 
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